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SUBJECT: NEW ZEALAND REACTION TO SOVIET DISSIDENTS' TRIALS 

REF: (A) STATE 178559, (B) WELLINGTON 03691, 

- (C) WELLINGTON 03600 

1. BEGIN UNCLAS: FOLLOWING NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT 
MOTION (REFTELS B AND C) WHICH ADVISED THAT NZ PARLIA 
MENT WAS CLOSELY FOLLOWING SOVIET UNION DISSIDENTS' 
TRIALS, OPPOSITION LABOURPARTY HAS ADDED ITS VOICE TO 
THE CRITICISM OF SOVIET DISSIDENTS' TRIALS. LABOUR 
PARTY STATEMENT SAID TRIALS ARE "MAJOR BLOW TO THE 
STRUGGLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE WORLD. WHILE WE 
RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OF ANY GOVERNMENT TO ADMINISTER 
ITS OWN LAWS, THE LABOUR PARTY IS FIRMLY COMMITTED 
TO THE PRINCIPLES AGREED TO AT THE HELSINKI CONFERENCE 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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- "WE SUPPORT THE RIGHT OF PEOPLE TO ELECT WHERE 
THEY WISH TO LIVE AND RAISE THEIR FAMILY.AND ACCEPT 
OUR PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY TO ASSIST 
REFUGEES FROM ANY POLITICAL OR WAR SITUATION. 

- "THE SOVIET TRIALS WILL AGAIN FOCUS WORLD ATTENTION 
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ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND, HOPEFULLY, MAY ENCOURAGE MORE 
POSITIVE THINKING IN THE SOVIET UNION AND ELSEWHERE." 

2. (UNCLAS) IN RELATED DEVELOPMENT, NEW ZEALAND 
FEDERATION OF LABOR (FOL) ADDED ITS VOICE TO INTER- 
NATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU) 
PROTESTS FOR DISSIDENTS' TRIALS. FOL EXECUTIVE 

HAS SENT TO ICFTU BRUSSELS HEADQUARTERS A TELEGRAM 
EXPRESSING THE FOL CONCERN AT THE TRIALS AND REQUEST- 
ING IT BE JOINED IN ANY PROTESTS TO BE MADE BY ICFTU 
TO SOVIET GOVERNMENT. END UNCLAS. 

3. BEGIN LOU: FOL EXECUTIVE SOURCES ADVISED LAB ATT 
THAT FOL SECRETARY'S (KNOX) SUGGESTION THAT FOL TAKE 
A POSITION OPPOSING DISSIDENT TRIALS LED TO IMMEDIATE 
EXECUTIVE DISSENSION. LEFTIST EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 
REQUESTED THAT EXECUTIVE TAKE NO DECISION UNTIL IT 
HAD THE BENEFIT OF THE SOVIET VIEWPOINT OF THE TRIALS. 
THEY SUGGESTED THAT AN INQUIRY BE LODGED WITH SOVIET 
TRADE UNIONS. KNOX MADE POINT THAT IF ICFTU TAKES ON 
OTHER COUNTRIES IN THIS RESPECT (NAMING CHILE AS 
EXAMPLE), IT MUST ALSO TAKE ON SOVIET UNION. MOTION 
WAS NARROWLY CARRIED. END LOU. SELDEN 
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